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has yet been so far unsuccessful in his reasoning, that he
has not produced in me any conviction, or weakened any
of the impressions which the arguments of those whom he
opposes had made upon me.

He has contented himself with recapitulating some of
the benefits which may be hoped for from the inquiry; he
has represented in the strongest terms, the supposed mis-
conduct of the ministry; he has aggravated all the appear-
ances of wickedness or negligence, and then has inferred
the usefulness of a general inquiry for the punishment of
past offences, and the prevention of the like practices in
future times.

That he has discovered great qualifications for invec-
tive, and that his declamation was well calculated to in-
flame those who have already determined their opinion,
and who are, therefore, only restrained from such measures
as are now recommended by natural caution and sedate-
ness, I do not deny;  but, surely he does not expect to
gain proselytes by assertions without proof, or to produce
any alteration of sentiments, without attempting to answer
the arguments which have been offered against his opinion.
It has been urged with great appearance of reason,-that
an inquiry, such as is now proposed, with whatever pros-
pects of vengeance, of justice, or of advantage, it may
flatter us at a distance, will be in reality detrimental to
the publick; because it will discover all the secrets of our
government, lay all our negotiations open to the world,
will show what powers we most fear, or most trust, and
furnish  our enemies with means   of defeating all our
schemes, and counteracting all our measures.

This appears to me, sir, the chief argument against the
motion, an argument of which the force cannot but be
discovered by those whose interest it is to confute it, $nd
of which, therefore, by appearing to neglect it, they seem
to confess that it is unanswerable; and therefore, sincfc I
cannot find the motion justified otherwise than by loud
declarations of its propriety, and violent invectives against
the ministry, I hope that I shall escape at least the cen-
sure of the calm ahd impartial, tborigh I venture tb de-